
 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION AGENDA 
Wednesday, September 15, 2021 – 7:00 PM 

Virtual Meeting 
 
To mitigate the spread of COVID-19, protect the public health, and provide essential protections to 
Van Buren Township residents; Van Buren Township’s regularly scheduled Environmental 
Commission meeting on September 15, 2021 will be conducted virtually as permissible under 
Public Acts of 2020 Act No. 254 and Declaration of a health emergency in Wayne County. To 
participate in the meeting electronically, the public may follow the instructions below.  
 
Link: 
 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84897547875    
Or One tap mobile :  
    US: +13017158592,,84897547875#  or +13126266799,,84897547875#  
Or Telephone: 
    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
        US: +1 301 715 8592  or +1 312 626 6799  or +1 929 436 2866  or +1 253 215 
8782  or +1 346 248 7799  or +1 669 900 6833  
Webinar ID: 848 9754 7875 
    International numbers available: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kcuISeWFTC  
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
ROLL CALL  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION  
Chairman DeBuck   _____   Commissioner Merritt    _____  
Commissioner Ross  _____   Commissioner Creal   _____  
Vacant     _____   Board Representative Boynton   _____  
Commissioner Gibson  _____   Executive Assistant Dohring  _____  
Director Best   _____  Recording Secretary Murphy  _____ 
  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
1. January 20, 2021 Minutes  
 
COMMUNICATIONS  

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84897547875
https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kcuISeWFTC


NEW BUSINESS  
1. Van Buren Landfill Land EPA Clean-up Discussion 
2. Discussion on US Ecology Landfill (Gibson) 
3. Discussion on Lakeshore Ordinance Issues (Gibson) 
4. Update on French Landing Park 
5. Open discussion other new items 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENT 
Landfill Tour Date 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
 
** If  you  are unable to a t tend, p lease con tact  Dev elopm en tal Serv ices  a t  699- 8913 
before noon  on  Septem ber 15, 2021** 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
Environmental Commission  

Wednesday, January 20, 2021 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
 
To mitigate the spread of COVID-19, protect the public health, and provide essential 
protections to Van Buren Township residents; the meeting was called to order by Acting 
Chairperson DeBuck at 7:02 p.m. via Virtual Meeting: 
 

ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Norm DeBuck (Acting Chairperson), Peter Creal, Benjamin Ross, and 
Commissioner Anthony Gibson 
Absent:  Ronald Merrit II and Trustee Kevin Martin (Board Representative) 
Staff: Matthew Best (Public Services Director), Elizabeth Renaud (Executive Assistant), and 
Deanna Murphy (Recording Secretary) 
Additional Present:  None. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Moved and seconded by Commissioners Creal and Gibson to approve the January 20, 
2021 Environmental Commission Meeting Agenda.  
 
Roll Call Vote: (4) AYES – DeBuck, Creal, Ross, Gibson 

(0) NAYS 
 Motion Carried 

 
APPROVAL OF JULY 15, 2020 MEETING MINUTES: 
It was asked to correct the adjournment time of the July 15th meeting from 7:02 PM to 8:02 
PM. 
 
Moved and seconded by Commissioners Ross and Creal to approve the Environmental 
Commission Meeting Minutes of July 15, 2020 as amended. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  (4) AYES – DeBuck, Creal, Ross, Gibson 

(0) NAYS 
 Motion Carried 

 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
Commissioner Gibson recently received postcards regarding permit modifications of the 
hazardous waste facility and asked for further explanation. 
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Director Best explained that it is his understanding that these are the changes this 
Commission was briefed on early 2020 regarding their internal expansions (storage area 
size inside their facility only). This will allow them to process their trucks inside the building 
versus having them sitting outside in the driveway. This action was taken to prevent potential 
spillage/drippage/bake in the sun. Their old permit limited them on how much space they 
could use inside resulting in a stack-up of trucks on their driveway waiting to unload. The 
State and landfill wanted to mitigate potential dangers by having the trucks unload waste 
in the proper storage area versus waiting outside to be processed. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
1. Election of Officers 

Moved and seconded by Commissioners Creal and Gibson to appoint Commissioners 
Norm DeBuck as Chair and Benjamin Ross as Vice Chair. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  (4) AYES – DeBuck, Creal, Ross, Gibson 

(0) NAYS 
 Motion Carried 

2. NPDES Permit 
Director Best explained every few years, the State of Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy requires all municipalities to submit a National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit. This Permit covers the permitted 
discharges of stormwater from municipally-owned properties into the waters of the State. 
There are rules and requirements that protect our water resources from the impacts of 
run-off and stormwater (prevent flooding, maintain water quality and public education 
component). This Permit goes into effect 02/01/2021. An important component from 
this Permit is our Storm Water Pollution Prevention Initiatives. Before this Permit was 
required, the Township always performed these initiatives under our membership with 
the Alliance of Downriver Communities and Alliance of Rouge Communities, and even 
earlier, through our work with Our Friends with the Rouge. As a requirement, every two 
years, the Township has to submit a report documenting our public educational activities 
and water pollution clean-up efforts, which are performed in conjunction with the 
Alliance of Rough Communities (communities within the Rouge Watershed).  Same holds 
true with the Alliance of Downriver Communities (communities south of I-94 part of the 
Ecorse Creek, Frank and Poet Drain, Blakely Drain, and Swan Creeks Watershed). This 
NPDES Permit is the basis for the Wayne County Storm Water Ordinance, is based on 
the requirements laid out in this document (quality, quantity and public outreach). 
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Wayne County will be proposing changes to their stormwater ordinance, which in turn will 
force changes to the Township’s management of its own stormwater’s ordinance on existing 
and new developments. To date, Director Best has not seen these new rules but understands 
that they will affect how we handle developments stormwater systems (ie., requirements put 
on the property owner to maintain in perpetuity their stormwater system in good working 
order).  

 
3. Parks and Recreation Opportunities 

Beginning 2020, this Commission was going to explore and suggest to the Township 
some environmental opportunities (environmentally friendly or centered activities, 
programs, or projects) within our park system.  Unfortunately, COVID halted those 
efforts. The Township was able to move forward and implement the following 
environmentally-friendly activities so far: 
 

• French Landing Park – vegetative management program under the renovation 
project by removing invasive species and dead/dying/sick trees and underbrush 
and reseeding the cleared areas with native plants (mostly low-profile grasses 
and wildflowers that will improve its attractiveness as well as safety – visibility 
into the park).   

• The Township will also be expanding this program (increasing native plant areas 
to allow for species diversity and aid in pollination, as well as, improving safety 
measures) in other parks. 

 
At the next meeting, Director Best said he will provide copies of the French Landing Park 
Masterplan for review. This Commission can help develop programs/activities to 
propose within the park to create environmentally-centered impacts with the hopes to 
expand into other parks and facilities.  He further asked the Commission to start thinking 
about ideas to implement in the parks making an environmental impact through 
activities, programs, different ways of doing things, promotions (pet waste pickup 
program or deter geese from our beach area, etc.).  This will become an open agenda 
item on future Environmental Commission meetings. 
 
The Commission requested a video presentation of the progress and/or coordination of 
a site visit in the spring/summer months after everyone gets vaccinated.   

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENTS:  
Bell Trail Update:  The Township continues to work with the Ralph Wilson Foundation and 
Washtenaw County. They are currently working on the trail on the Washtenaw County side 
up to the light at Grove Street and Rawsonville. This trail will continue from this street light 
around into the park through the saddle and out near the apartments. As part of the Ralph 
Wilson Foundation funding, work will begin this year for the section of the trail that goes 
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up to Willow Creek to the proposed location of the bridge. Wayne County and Van Buren 
Twp. will be working together to pave the “dipped area” from the west to east sections of 
Van Buren Park where it gets dangerous (muddy when it snows/rains). A $500k grant was 
secured and the County is in the process of selecting a contractor.  Another goal is to get 
the saddle paved to provide safe and continued accessibility to the back side of Van Buren 
Park. The Township is working on the trail from Edgemont, which is the City of 
Bellleville/Van Buren Township property line on Huron River Drive to Martinsville (Riggs 
Park). Four of the twelve rights of way easements have been secured and will continue to 
work on securing the remaining easements. This project is ready to go out for bid. There 
will be over $8 million worth of work performed over the next five years to get this trail 
completed.  
 
In all the cemeteries, the Township has also been running a vegetation management 
program. The Natural Community Services (environmental-friendly vegetation management 
company) will start tree cutting, brush clearing and management of the vegetation in our 
cemeteries to revamp them. 
 
Director Best announced that ZOOM meetings will continue through March 31st.  If the State 
of Michigan extends their rules for ZOOM because the COVID threat remains high, the 
Township will continue to allow ZOOM meetings to continue. 
 
Also, through March 31st and by direction by the Board of Trustees, the Township is now 
open by appointment only in attempt to keep residents and staff safe. 
  

ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion Commissioner Creal, Commissioner DeBuck second to adjourn at 7:54 p.m.  
Motion Carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Deanna Murphy 
Recording Secretary 



Site Description

At approximately 68 acres, this vacant parcel is filled with brush and heavily wooded areas. The property
is zoned industrial, and operated as a landfill in the 1960s. The Willow Run airport is located to the south of the 
property, and Route 12 lies to the west. Railroad tracks to the north separate the property from an automotive 
research facility. Industrial property abuts the land on the east side.

The property was cultivated for agricultural use as early as 1940, until approximately 1966. Van Buren 
Development Company occupied the site from approximately 1966 to 1969, first operating as a sand quarry and 
subsequently a landfill. The property has been vacant since the closure of the landfill in approximately 1969, 
when GM purchased the land.

Environmental remediation activities are being performed by RACER Trust, with the approval and oversight of 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The Settlement Agreement that established RACER Trust set aside 
approximately $3.2 million for cleanup work at this property.

Continued

The RACER Trust:
Empowering America’s Auto Communities

Cleaning Up & Positioning for Redevelopment Former GM Properties in 14 US States

Van Buren Landfill Land
Michigan Avenue & Ecorse Road
Van Buren Township, MI 48111

Van Buren Township, MI
RACER Site 11070

Environmental History

When the property was operated as a landfill by Van Buren Development Company (prior to GM’s ownership), 
wastes disposed at the pro included general refuse, demolition waste, domestic refuse and incinerator ash 
from the City of Detroit, and paper waste from Ford Motor Company. Liquid wastes inside 55-gallon drums and 
crankcase oil from Dearborn Refinery also may have been disposed of at the site. Landfilling of wastes ceased in 
1969.

In late 2003, a pathway was cleared and a perimeter fence was installed to prevent unauthorized entry and use 
of the site by all-terrain vehicles, disposal of household and building materials waste, and hunting.

Updated August 2021



RACER: Dave Favero  •  855-RACER-411 •  dfavero@racertrust.org
EPA: Brandon Purcell •  312-353-9229   •  purcell.brandon@epa.govFor More Information

Planning began in late 2011 and investigation were ongoing until 2017. Initially, approximately 25 test pits, 
13 soil borings, 12 monitoring wells, and three surface water samples have been completed to characterize the 
quality and extent of waste materials, the geology, soil type and quality, groundwater quality and flow, and surface 
water quality. Waste was primarily general refuse and construction debris but some chemicals including, volatile 
organic compounds, polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons, metals, and dioxin were detected in the waste. Minimal 
impacts to soil and surface water were identified. Groundwater impacts were primarily by iron and manganese but 
benzene was also detected in one well.

Additional groundwater investigations have been conducted in order to obtain a better understanding of the 
extent of impacts, with the primary objective of delineating off-site impacts to groundwater. Approximately 15 
additional monitoring wells and 40 soil borings were completed in order to achieve delineation objectives, as 
well as delineate benzene in groundwater detected in one well along the northern perimeter of the site. Of the 15 
monitoring wells that were installed, 4 were placed within the waste fill area in order to further refine hydrologic 
characteristics and groundwater flow direction. 

Sampling of the off-site monitoring wells identified metals (primarily iron) in groundwater above applicable 
criteria (Michigan Part 201 Residential Health-Based Drinking Water and/or Groundwater Surface Water 
Interface Criteria) at certain locations. As a continuation of groundwater investigation activities, several 
monitoring wells on- and off-site have been sampled on a semi-annual basis in order to monitor stability of 
and/or contaminant concentration trends. An Ecological Risk Assessment was completed in 2017. The Ecological 
Risk Assessment concluded that generally the site was suitable for ecological receptors except for several acres 
that need additional soil cover to prevent unacceptable ecological exposures. A Corrective Measures Study 
identifying potential remediation alternatives based on feasibility and applicability was conducted in 2018 and is 
currently being reviewed by EPA.

Next Steps

After EPA completes its review of the alternatives that are identified in the Corrective Measures Study to 
manage potential exposure pathways and risks on- and off-site, RACER Trust will work with EPA to address any 
comments and/or to implement the selected Corrective Measures. It is anticipated that Corrective Measures will 
include placing additional soil cover over a portion of the site, groundwater monitoring, and deed restrictions.  
Deed restrictions are expected to include: nonresidential use; no installation of wells or use of groundwater; no 
disturbance of monitoring wells; soil vapor management; contaminated soil management; restrictions on and 
repairing disturbance of soil cover over waste; restrictions on construction and repair of subsurface features; 
compliance with due care obligations; compliance with applicable health and safety procedures; and prohibition 
of treating, storing, disposing, or releasing hazardous substances.  

More detailed information on the site can be viewed at the RACER website at www.racertrust.org.




